CHAPTER IV

THE BEGINNINGS  OF FAME

FOR Ruskin, the long break in his Oxford life had been
anything but unfruitful. He had extended his travels;
he had passed by way of the Loire and the Riviera to
Rome; he had visited Naples, Bologna, Venice, and
Basle. Although often very ill, he was never really
idle, and his brain was constantly accumulating im-
pressions, that, altered and exalted by his analytic
thought, were to provide the rich material of his
work. His pencil was always employed and dexterity
increased; the mere mannerism of the drawing master
fell away, and Ruskin developed a style of his own.
The centre of his mental processes was Turner, always
Turner.

On his twenty-first birthday his father had given
him the Master's " Richmond Bridge " and " Gosport."
Out of his redundant pocket-money he had himself
purchased "Harlech Castle," an extravagance startling
to his indulgent parent, who was scarcely prepared for
this flight of hero-worship. But the incident brought
an introduction to the artist, and a curious friendship
sprang up between the elder and the younger genius.
Now more than ever Ruskin observed Nature in terms
of Turner. On the way to Naples, he saw at La